Cytotoxic drug-induced fever: a report on procarbazine-induced hyperpyrexia.
A case of hyperpyrexia induced by procarbazine in a child with Hodgkin's disease, neurofibromatosis, and pectus excavatum deformity is presented. After the diagnosis of stage IIIS Hodgkin's disease, combined COPP chemotherapy was initiated. One week later she presented with high fever. After a diagnosis of infection was made, chemotherapy was stopped and antibiotics were given. Nearly the same picture recurred three times after reinstituting chemotherapy. On the fourth occasion, the patient had to be hospitalized because of hyperpyrexia and arrhythmia. There was no obvious reason for fever, and cytotoxic-induced fever was considered. The drugs were given one at a time. When a test dose (10 mg) of procarbazine was given, she developed a high fever with severe nausea and vomiting. The reaction was controlled by antihistaminics and steroids. To our knowledge this is the second report on hyperpyrexia due to procarbazine administration.